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OFFICE ACTION 

1 . The document submitted in paper No. 3 (IDS) filed on 04/04/02 are noted and will 
be considered in due course. 

2. Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to 
elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

3. Group I, claim(s) 1-9, 15 and 16, drawn to a door receiver. 

Group II, claim(s) 10-14, drawn to a method of opening a sealed wafer carrier 
(claims 11-14) and apparatus (claim 10) for receiving/opening a wafer carrier door. 

4. The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: The Group I 
invention e.g. independent claim 1 does not include the special technical features of the 
cam follower (123), Cam (131), counter balancing mechanism (137) and link structures 
as recited independent claim 10. Further, the apparatus as recited in independent claim 
1 cannot perform the method as recited in the independent method claim 1 1 . 

5. This application contains claims directed to more than one species of the generic 
invention. These species are deemed to lack unity of invention because they are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

The species are as follows: 
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Species A (101a), Figs 3A-D and 4; and Species B (101b), Figs 5A-C and 6. 

Applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a single species to which the 
claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. The reply 
must also identify the claims readable on the elected species, including any claims 
subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are 
generic is considered non-responsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

6. The claims are deemed to correspond to the species listed above in the following 
manner: 

Species A claims 1-9, 15 and 16; 

Species B claims 10-14 v 
The following claim(s) are generic: at least claims 1, 2, 15 and 16 appear to be generic. 

7. The species listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept 
under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the species lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: species A(101a) 
does not contain the link arrangement shown and recited in species B(101b). Species 
B(101b) does not show the link arrangement shown and recited (claims 3-8). 

8. Applicant is required to elect a single invention and a single species therewith. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to R. B. Johnson whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2565. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 5:30 A.M. - 
11:30 A.M. to 4:00-10:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, E.D. Lillis, can be reached on (703) 308-3248. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-0552. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306- 



4177. 
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